
June 1, 2020 

Dear Elementary Parents/Guardians, 

I would like to thank you for your effort and involvement during our Continuity of 
Education program. The Covid-19 Pandemic and subsequent school closing brought on 
many challenges for our community and our students. In what by all measurable 
standards would be considered a short period of time the district was asked to provide 
digital access to approximately 6,400 students, teachers were asked to learn new 
methods and platforms to teach students virtually, and families and their students were 
asked to engage in instruction using methods that were foreign to them as they dealt 
with life stressors brought on by this pandemic. The Bristol Township School District 
Communities’ response to this has been nothing short of remarkable! Thank you for 
your support and understanding. Due to these concerns, the district will not be 
sending report cards for the fourth marking period for the elementary students. 
All decisions are being made based on the end of the third marking period 
performance. 

This week and next, your child will be asked to take the LinkIt! Assessment. Many of 
you may be asking why the district would require students to take such an assessment 
under these conditions. First, this test is an assessment used regularly within the district 
and your student may be familiar with the test. Secondly, the truth is that we must begin 
to prepare for our students to return to school in the fall and we have no quantitative 
data to help us understand the impact that the school closure had on our students. By 
taking this assessment and asking each student to give it their best effort, we will be 
able to identify the impact that the closing of schools had on the entire student body and 
teachers will have information regarding each individual student’s performance. This 
data will help teachers plan and differentiate instruction to meet the specific needs of 
each student. 

Again, I cannot thank you enough for your support throughout these unsettled times. 
We are nearing the finish line and hope to finish strong. Your continued support and 
your child’s effort on this assessment will provide us with the best opportunity to record 
reliable data regarding the COVID 19 impact and make the best-informed decisions on 
how to support them when they return to school in the fall.  

Be Well, 

Dr. Melanie Gehrens, Ed. D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 


